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                            MINUTES 

Planning & Land Use Committee 
Thursday Jan. 8, ‘09 -  7:OOPM 
 Encino Chamber of Commerce 

4935 Balboa Blvd. 
  

  
  
  

             
LIST OF VOTING PLU COMMITTEE MEMBERS and ALTERNATES:  (Total 15) 
ENC Board Members (5): Nareg Kitsinian, Louis Krokover, Peter Noce, Diane 
Rosen, Gerald Silver.   
        Alternate ENC Board Members (3): Greg Martayan, Laurie Kelson, Jesse Woods 
Stakeholder Members (4): John Arnstein, Michel Kaufman, Norma Landau, Paul 
Kelson 

  Alternate Stakeholder Members (3):  Bill Cartwright, Al Mass, Sue Tuberman 
***** 

(Jan. 8, 09, Agenda Items are listed in numerical order) 
CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, and DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM. 
CHAIR REQUESTED THAT ALL CELL PHONES BE TURNED OFF.  
VOTING MEMBERS: Total of 9 voting members; (no more than 5 ENC Board 
members). 
Item #1 -- The PLU Committee was called to order at 7:02 PM by the Committee Chair 
Diane Rosen. The committee sign-in sheet was passed and determined a quorum was 
present. (5 Voting Members represent a quorum.) 
1. COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  
ENC Board Members (5): Nareg Kitsinian, Diane Rosen, Gerald Silver.   

Alternate ENC Board Members (3): Laurie Kelson, Jesse Woods 
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Stakeholder Members (4): Michel Kaufman, Paul Kelson 
Alternate Stakeholder Members (3):  Bill Cartwright, Al Mass,   

EXCUSED COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Greg Martayan, Norma Landau, Louis Krokover, 
Sue Tuberman, John Arnstein 
UNEXCUSED COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  None.  
The guest sign-in sheet was also passed around as well as speaker card. 
GUESTS PRESENT:  Matthew Hayden of Mark Brown Associates, Jerry Springer 
Copies of the ENC-PLU Committee Rules & Procedures were available and 
passed out to visitors upon request.  
 2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Committee approved the minuets as written for Dec. 11, 2008. 
    Motion by: Laurie Kelson          2nd by: Gerald Silver 

 3.  APPROVAL OF NEXT MEETING DATE:  
A. Thursday – Feb. 5, 2009 (1st Thursday of month) 

 4.  PRESENTATION: 
A. 5015-45 Balboa:  Mathew Hayden with Perry Stone 

 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION – 562-08-PL: ENV-2008-1954,  
5015-5041 N. BALBOA BLVD.; ENCINO-TARZANA Council District No. 5 
Demolition of 4 single family dwellings, removal and replacement of 3 
protected trees an d 15 non-protected trees, and construction of: 
approx. 74,435 sq. ft.,   4-story, approx, 45-ft. in height (excluding 
rooftop structures), 42-dwelling units structure, with 105 parking spaces 
in a 2-level subterranean garage, including 2 parking spaces for each 
unit totaling 84 spaces, and 21 guest parking spaces.  

 
Mathew Hayden (see attached developer’s Mitigation Discussion List): 
Types of mitigation that is appropriate for development (issue raised in Sept.).  
“Mitigation Discussion List” provided by Hayden (to be made a part of these 
minutes -see pages 6, 7, 8,  & 9below): 

• 8 foot masonry wall to be put in. 
• 27 Trees will be placed to provide screening within property boundaries 

and grow to 30 feet high and this would be placed in the CCR to run with 
the land. 
o Oak trees: 3 exist on site, concern of loss of these trees. Potential 

solution would be relocation- but an expert determined that the trees 
are not fit to be relocated.  

Jesse Woods:  
*Suggested to investigate if on Oak #1 (18 inch) the wall could be brought 
down in order to move the Oak. Woods wants a call into Jack Weiss’ 
office to see if we  can get an arborist to look into this.   

Cartwright:  
• Will developer, pending city approval, work to plant Oaks in parkway?  

o Hayden will look into the matter.  
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o  There will be plan on irrigation and trees that will look to long 
term survival of these trees. Hayden states Oaks will be planted 
by a landscape plan prepared by a Landscape architect. 

Signage: stated contact info 24/7. 
Traffic signage for safety 
Dust barrier between school and project will be placed. 

Perry Stone: 
o No start date as of yet.  Aware of neighboring concerns and will 

act accordingly re demolition.  
Silver:  

• Since you will be hauling 6,000 sq feet, there will be a hauling 
hearing. 

o  Stone: doesn’t believe it will ever be necessary to haul 
through residential areas. 

• Haul route:  
o Will minimize residential, and during school time.  

• Subterranean parking:  
o Will be low level system. 

• Compliance:  
o Re height and zoning, maximum height will be capped at 45 

feet to be zoned as R3. 
MOTION #1 by: Jesse Woods        2nd By: Laurie Kelson 

“Move to approve mitigation list based on the requested revision as 
discussed during the PLU Committee.” 

VOTE: Unanimous:  send to consent calendar 
NOTE:  See “Mitigation Discussion List” given to  PLU Committee Members 
               below. 
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5.  CHAIR’S “PIPELINE UP-DATE “ 
A 15739 Ventura Blvd. Valley Beth Shalom status. 
MOTION  by: Jesse Woods  
Motions that we follow our last recommendation until the parties have mediated 
as noted in the prior minutes.  

Various committee members discussed the VBS situation.  Neighbors have 
indicated that they have or are in the process of obtaining counsel. The 
neighbors asked the PLU not to place on agenda VBS matter during this 
meeting due to conflicts in schedule to give them an opportunity to obtain 
counsel. As such, PLU removed the matter from its agenda and moved to 
continue to PLU Committee meeting on February 5. 

MOTION #2 by:  Jesse Woods  2nd:  Diane Rosen 
 “Motion to continue VBS Temple Expansion Plans to PLU Committee meeting, 
 February 5.” 
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS- Goes to consent calendar. 
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B     4726 Petit – small lot subdivision Report by:  Nareg Kitsinian: 
• Development team sent email stating due to filing periods with City, 

they went ahead and filed project papers in order to not delay the 
project.  

• Will work with PLU to accommodate concerns. 
• Nareg will inquire as to when they can come back and provide its 

updates post filing to the PLU Committee.  
• Residents will be informed.  

C     LANCC, DWPC, SLAP (Ron Kaye), Measure B Report: Diane Rosen  
• Ron Kaye will be the Guest Speaker at the Jan 28, ENC Gen Meeting and 

address this issue.   
• Jesse states that Jack Humperville went to court against Prop. B cause 

DWP was pro Prop B.  
• DWP rushed this to ballot via City Council and it was found there was no 

infrastructure or design that was studied in advance of being put on the 
ballot.  

D     Los Encinos Historic State Park ‘09 plans Report: Diane Rosen  
• They would like to have a festive day. 
• Re Ventura plan, we should be informed about it in general 
• We are concerned with the development of the boulevard. 

6.  OLD BUSINESS: 
A. “Encino Commons Gateway Sign” Report : Jesse Woods 

• No discussions with BID.  
• Glushon and Woods have looked into options.  
• Conceivably it doesn’t seem feasible to bring the entire sign down however 

perhaps we can change some items and they may be receptive.  
• Need to meet again on this matter.  
• Will be presented next Gen. Meeting to come back to the PLU.  
• Based on the Ventura/Cahuenga Plan, the Planning Department was 

supposed to be involved in the planning of this sign and they were not- 
though they have a building permit. Planning Department will now send all 
such matters to PLU for a decision (a matter which the ENC will look into 
further). 

B. 15963 Valley Vista. Report:  None 
C. Oak Park down-zoning. Status Report:  None 
D. Establish “Encino Design Review Board”  Report: Michael Kaufman: 

• Establishing ad-hoc committee. 
• Create a mechanism to deal with uniformity. 

      Kaufman:  
• We’re establishing an ad-hoc sub-committee (Kaufman, Kitsinian and 

Cartwright) 
• We will look into what will be involved.  This will be a slow process.  
• Plan to develop design standards that are advisory. 
• Proposed review form that other NC’s are using that is now advisory and 

not mandatory. 
7.  NEW BUSINESS:  None 
8.  PUBLIC COMMENTS: Comments from the public on non-agenda items within 
     the Board’s jurisdiction:  None 
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9.  BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: Comments from the Board on subject matters  
     within the Board’s jurisdiction. 

Jesse Woods: 
• ENC should not fuel responses by responding to ethical attacks (re 

discussion of VBS matter and resident allegation of supposed Board 
Member(s) support of project and request for conflict check).  

Gerald Silver:  
• We have been requested as the Home Owners of Encino to take a 

position on the VBS. We have not. We provide the facts and solicit 
comments from both sides and print them unedited. We have found 
that this gets the parties to meet being fully informed. 

Laurie Kelson:  
•   The home Owners should make publicly available to all members 

  letters submitted.  In addition, she will bring up at Executive    
Bill Cartright:  

• What should we do when it comes to debated issues with regard to 
NC’s?  

 Kelson: 
• In the past we have played a role successfully so that parties work  

together- but when you get parties that have hard line decisions it’s 
hard.  

Gerald Silver: 
• Under the Brown Act, you can have your own judgment and 

viewpoint and communicate to anyone as your own view.  What 
you can’t do is share your view with 51% of the voting members.  

• View on energy matters: Problem of windmills and solar energy 
methods is that there are no storage capabilities.  Thus, 
hydrocarbons, natural gas and nuclear energy are the three only 
methods to store energy. 

Nareg Kitsinian- to contact Thomas SOONG of DONE and request material 
and potentially a seminar to the ENC regarding Brown Act. 

10.  Meeting adjourned at: 9:15 PM  
 
Respectfuly Submitted, 
 
 
Nareg Kitsinian  
Secretary Pro-Tem  


