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MOTION 

The City Charter spec ifies that the Department of Recreation and Park is provided the power 
and duty to establish. con truct, maintain, operate and control all park. and recr ational facilities in th 
City, which includes 444 City parks and 16,000 acres of p.µk.land. The Depaitment rates that it is 
focu~ed on restoring and enhancing the afety and enjoyment of park patrons; increa ing recreational 
programming: upporting greater park acce s and equity; supporting the Los Angeles River 
Revitalization; implementing increased sustai nabil itypractice and projects: maximizing privatc-publ i ·
partnerships; and improving customer servi e. In addition, the Genera l Manager advises it is one his 
goa l to help build healthy communities tha t will make Los Angeles one of the most livable citie in the 
country. 

The 2019 Point-Tn-Time Count of homeles indi vi dua ls identified over 36,000 hornele s 
individua l in the City, of which rn re than 27,000 are unsheltered. These 27,000 unsheltered peoplt: 
are forced to live exposed on ity street , in tents, in their vehide , or in temporary shelter~. In addition 
to these location some unsheltered residents have sought refuge i.t1 City park in order to acee s the open 
space and use the facilities. 

Gi ven tbat homelessness impacts most areas of the City , including Cit)' parks. and given that 
some publi parks continue lo be significantly impacted by th pr sence of people e periencing 
homelessness, the City can be better informed by all park users and City staff on how to address the 
challenges of homelessness in and adjacent to our public parks. 

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department f Re reati n and Park be instructed to 
conduct ommunity takeh Ider meetings in each Council District with all park users in order to 
olicit i dback relative to ensuring that City park are safe clean, manageable, and acce ible to 

everyone, and that the Depa11ment report to Council with the resul ts of these public meeting and 
offer recommendations on how to manage the impacts of homele ness at all ity parks. 
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