
 

 

NOTICE AND AGENDA 
ENCINO NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

GENERAL BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, February 22, 2023 @ 7 pm 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87533764334 

Or One tap mobile: US: +16699006833,87533764334# or +12532158782,87533764334# 
Or Telephone: Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 
8592 or 877 853 5257 (Toll Free) or 888 475 4499 (Toll Free) or 833 548 0276 (Toll Free) or 833 548 0282 (Toll Free) 

Webinar ID: 875 3376 4334 
International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdP3epKY5n 

 

Zoom Webinars are Recorded 
 

IN CONFORMITY WITH THE SEPTEMBER 16, 2021 ENACTMENT OF CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY 
BILL 361 (RIVAS) AND DUE TO CONCERNS OVER COVID-19, THE ENCINO NEIGHBORHOOD 

COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED ENTIRELY WITH A CALL-IN OPTION OR 
INTERNET-BASED SERVICE OPTION 

Public Comment: Public Comments on Non-Agenda Items is limited to TWO MINUTES (2) per speaker. Time may 
be adjusted at the Chair’s discretion. Public calling in, please press *9 on your phone to raise your hand to speak. For 
those that are using the Zoom Webinar please use the raise your hand feature to speak. 
The amount of time for public comment on each agenda item is to be determined by the Chair at each meeting. 
Speakers shall limit their comments to matters relevant to the item on the agenda. The Chair may rule that the 
speaker is out of order if the comments are not germane to the item under consideration. If multiple requests for 
public comment are submitted on one agenda item, preference will be granted to members of the public who have 
not spoken previously during the meeting, either during general public comment or on another agenda item. 
A member of the public wishing to speak on more than one agenda item at a single meeting shall limit his or her 
remarks to a total of one minute per item and five (5) minutes per meeting. Members of the public who want to 
speak on multiple agenda items for up to five (5) minutes at one time can choose to speak during the Multiple 
Agenda Items Comment period. Otherwise comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the 
respective item is being considered. Members of the public who choose to speak during the Multiple Agenda Items 
period will be given the opportunity to also speak during General Public Comment. Please be aware that time 
accumulates for any agenda items commented on.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87533764334
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdP3epKY5n


 

Comments from the public on matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will 
be heard during the General Public Comment period. No individual speaker will be allowed more than two (2) 
minutes during General Public Comment, unless the presiding officer of the Board decides differently. 
AB 361 Updates: Public comment cannot be required to be submitted in advance of the meeting, only real-time 
public comment is required. If there are any broadcasting interruptions that prevent the public from observing 
or hearing the meeting, the meeting must be recessed or adjourned. If members of the public are unable to 
provide public comment or be heard due to issues within the Neighborhood Council’s control, the meeting must 
be recessed or adjourned. 

 
Encino Neighborhood Council Board Members 

Lee Blumenfeld 
Area 1 Rep 

Vacant 
Area 2 Rep 

Alex Ventura    
Area 3 Rep 

Jess Whitehill 
Area 4 Rep 

Michael Silva 
Area 5 Rep 

  Laurie Kelson 
Area 6 Rep 

Jim Esterle 
Area 7 Rep 

Heather Michaels 
At-Large Rep 

Henry Eshelman 
At-Large Rep 

Alex Garay 
Apt/Condo Rep 

Victoria Miller 
Business Rep 

Andrew Zucker 
Business Rep 

Jennifer Goldstein 
Education Rep 

      Vacant 
Encino Chamber Rep 

Daniel Freedman 
EPOA Rep 

Eliot Cohen 
HOME Rep 

Glenn Bailey 
Park/Advocate 

Environment Rep 

Darin Spillman 
PLU Rep 

    Samuel Apikyan 
Public Safety Rep 

Anni Keusseyan 
Religious Rep 

Patricia Bates 
Volunteer Rep 

Brooke Resnik 
Youth Rep 

 

 
Encino Neighborhood Council Alternates 

Dana Frances Caruso 
Area 1 Alt 

Vacant 
Area 2 Alt 

Vacant 
Area 3 Alt 

Robert Wenger 
Area 4 Alt 

Jonathan Gabriel 
Area 5 Alt 

   Vacant 
       Area 6 Alt 

Lenny Beckerman 
Area 7 Alt 

Lissa Morrow Christian 
At-Large Alt 1 

Daniel Glaser 
At-Large Alt2 

Vacant 
Apt/Condo Alt 

Vacant 
Business Alt 1 

Vacant 
Business Alt 2 

Vacant 
Education Alt 

Vacant 
Encino Chamber Alt 

Vacant 
EPOA Alt 

Daniel Kashani 
HOME Alt 

Maury Geller 
Park/Advocate 

Environment Alt 

Vacant 
PLU Alt 

Vacant 
Public Safety Alt 

Vacant 
Religious Alt 

Vacant 
Volunteer Alt 

 

1. Call to Order. Start recording. Roll call. determination of quorum. 
 

Reports from Public Officials/Departments/Community Agencies, not limited to: 
 

2. LAPD, Senior Lead Officer Walia, 34024@lapd.online (818) 374-7634 
Councilmember Nithya Raman: Itzel Sanchez-Morales, itzel.sanchez@lacity.org 
Mayor Bass: Erin Seinfeld: erin.seinfeld@lacity.org 
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel: (818) 346-4521: TBD  
LA County Supervisor Horvath:TBD 
West Valley Neighborhood Prosecutor: Michael Liu, Michael.liu@lacity.org 
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment: Dina Andrews Dina.Andrews@lacity.org 
Budget Advocates: Glenn Bailey  
 

3. Multiple Agenda Items Comment. Comments by members of the public who wish to speak on multiple 
agenda items shall be allowed to speak for up to one minute per item up to a total of five (5) minutes per 
meeting. Members of the public who choose to speak during the Multiple Agenda Items period will be 
given the opportunity to also speak during General Public Comments. This comment period includes 
comment on all numbered agenda items including public officials’ reports. 

mailto:34024@lapd.online
mailto:itzel.sanchez@lacity.org
mailto:itzel.sanchez@lacity.org
mailto:erin.seinfeld@lacity.org
mailto:Michael.liu@lacity.org
mailto:Dina.Andrews@lacity.org


 

 
4. General Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items – Public comments on non-agenda items within the 

ENC’s subject matter jurisdiction is limited to TWO MINUTES (2) per speaker. Time may be adjusted at 
the Chair’s discretion. Public calling in, please press *9 on your phone to raise your hand to speak. For 
those who are using the Zoom application, please use the Raise Hand feature to speak. 

 
5. Seating of Alternates: The chair will appoint eligible Alternates with affirmation of the board. 

Discussion and Possible Action. Per the ENC Bylaws (Article V, Section 1D.1): “If at any Board 
meeting, a Representative who is absent either (a) has no designated Alternate or (b) has an Alternate 
who is also absent, then the president or presiding officer may, with the approval of a majority of the 
members entitled to vote at the meeting, designate an existing Alternate for any other Representative to 
serve and vote during the meeting in place of the absent Representative. In such an instance, the seat of 
any absent Representative temporarily becomes an At-Large Seat. The appointed Alternate must be in 
good standing with all required training to be eligible.” 

 

6. Officer's Reports: 
A. President’s Report 
B. Vice-President's Report 
C. Treasurer's Report 

1. Motion to approve the January 2023 Monthly Expense Report 
2. Motion to approve the Revised Budget 

D. Secretary’s Report: Approval of the January 25, 2023 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
E. Sergeant-at-Arms Report 

 
7. NEW BUSINESS - FUNDING: 

 
Outreach Committee: 

A. ENC Logo’d Ez Pop Up - The ENC does not have logo’d EZ-Up canopy like other NCs have and 
should consider purchasing a 10’ x 10’ logo’d canopy from the EZ Up Store (EZ Up Store Quote) or 
similar. MOTION: The ENC’s Outreach Committee recommends the board support the 
purchase of a logo’d “EZ” style 10’ x 10’ popup tent to use at outdoor events & further requests 
the board authorize up to $1000 for the purchase of the EZ Up from the EZ Up Store or similar.               
Passed: 4 (Y), 0 (N), 0 (A) 
 

  The following funding item was added at the discretion of the President - time sensitive  
B. Senior Symposium 2023 - On May 20, 2023, One Generation will host the 14th annual Senior 

Symposium at the One Generation’s Soccer Field, 17400 Victory Blvd., Van Nuys. The ENC has been 
a regular sponsor as it brings in several Encino residents to the event. Possible motion: The Encino 
Neighborhood Council supports sponsoring a booth at the 14th Annual Senior Symposium on 
May 20, 2023 at One Generation’s Soccer Field located at 17400 Victory Blvd., Van Nuys, CA. 
Discussion and possible action 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.encinonc.org/page/viewDoc/405/financial
https://www.encinonc.org/page/viewDoc/406/financial
https://www.encinonc.org/assets/documents/8/meeting63f17f30e4e96.pdf
https://www.encinonc.org/assets/documents/8/meeting63dc82d57d8f8.jpg
https://www.encinonc.org/assets/documents/8/meeting63dc82e315d92.jpg


 

8. NEW BUSINESS CONSENT ITEMS: Items 8A. thru 8C. all passed their respective committees with full 
consent, following discussion by committee members and the public. Public comment was taken on all of 
the following consent items in committee.Unless a board member pulls an item, items 8A. thru 8C. will be 
deemed approved unanimously by the Encino Neighborhood Council. If an item is pulled, the remaining 
consent items will pass by consent and the pulled items will be discussed in the order on the agenda.  
 
Planning and Land Use  

A. Smart and Final  - Smart and Final Store #477 located at 16847 W. Ventura Blvd., seeks a Conditional 
Use Permit of the off-site sale of a full-line of alcoholic beverages. Documents may be viewed here:  
Documents. MOTION: The ENC’s PLU Committee recommends the ENC approves case #   as 
presented along with any recommendations from the police commission. Passed: 6 (Y), 0 (N), 0 (A) 
               
B. CF 23-104 Small Housing Provider Assistance Program - LA City Council members proposed City 
Council file 23-104 for a $10M Relief Program for Small Landlords. Proposed  MOTION: The ENC’s PLU 
Committee recommends that the ENC support the 10 Million Dollar Small Housing Assistance Program 
for landlords and encourages a larger amount. Passed: 7 (Y), 0 (N), 0 (A)   
 
Executive Committee: 
C. City Clerk Budget Increase for NC Elections - To make voting in NC elections easier, the City Clerk 
should mail a ballot to registered voters within the city of Los Angeles, if requested. An estimate of 2.5 
million dollars was presented as a cost of postage, the printing is an additional cost. As an example, the special 
election for CD6 is running about $7.6 million dollars. Although a large figure, making it easier to receive a 
ballot will increase voter participation in NC elections. MOTION: The ENC’s Executive Committee 
recommends the board support requesting the budget advocates recommend adding up to 7 million 
dollars to the City Clerk’s budget to allow for the printing and mailing of NC election ballots to 
registered voters within the City of Los Angeles. Passed: 4 (Y), 0 (N), 0 (A) 
 

9. New Business: 
  Planning and Land Use:  

 
A. Al Fresco Dining Ordinance - LA City’s draft Al Fresco Ordinance may be read here: Al Fresco. The 

ordinance was discussed by the ENC’s PLU Committee on Feb. 16, 2023 and the following 
recommendation is presented; MOTION: The ENC’s PLU Committee recommends that theENC not 
support the Al Fresco Ordinance as currently written and urges a more friendly ordinance that 
will help restaurant owners succeed. Passed: 5 (Y), 1 (N), 0 (A) 
 

B. 4954 Encino Ave, Case #:  ZA-2020-179-CU - The applicant seeks a conditional use permit to convert 
a single family home into a place of worship. The case summary may be read here: Case Summary. The 
item was discussed at the Feb. 16, 2023 Planning and Land Use Committee meeting. The PLU 
Committee presents the following motion; MOTION: The ENC’s PLU Committee recommends the 
ENC to conditionally support the CUP subject to all conditions agreed upon in the settlement are 
being met. Passed: 5 (Y), 0 (N), 2 (A) 
                             

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/t6m2365brp86gn54vbdji/h?dl=0&rlkey=5ri19jdn9111kr7duml3ysitg
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=23-0104
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/0d713059-f892-4c1f-8607-b37d4693a1be/Draft_Ordinance.pdf
https://planning.lacity.org/pdiscaseinfo/search/encoded/MjM0ODk00


 

      Added at the discretion of the President: 
 

C. Restoration of the annual budget - During the first 7 years of the NC system, the annual budget for 
NCs was $50,000, the amount was reduced due to the 2008 recession and has not been restored. 
Additionally, NCs should be able to rollover up to $100,000 from the 2 previous fiscal years. The fiscal 
year 2023-2024 budget council file will be 23-600 (to be established soon). Possible motion: The ENC 
supports restoring the NC annual budget to $50,000 with a rollover of up to $100,000 from the two 
previous fiscal years. Discussion and possible action.  
 

D. LADWP MOU – The Board of Water and Power Commissioners has approved renewal of our 
Neighborhood Council - Department of Water and Power Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) for 
another five years. The newly revised document is available here: "LADWP-NC MOU Renewal"  
Each neighborhood council needs to agendize a board vote to approve Participation in the  MOU. 
Possible MOTION: The ENC supports participating in the LADWP NC MOU. Discussion and 
possible action. 

 
10. Board Member comment on non-agenda items. 

 
11. Announcement, Public Input Needed (No Action Will Be Taken): 

A. CF 20-1575 - Share your comments on the ordinance to ban the use of cruel devices that force rodeo 
animals to perform by leaving a comment on the L.A. City Council file. The City Council will review 
comments on the file before it goes to a full council vote. This ordinance was introduced by 
Councilmember Bob Blumenfield on 12/8/2020 and passed a full City Council vote on 2/23/2021. It 
passed a vote in the Personnel, Audit and Animals Welfare (PAAW) Committee in December 2021, 
and is waiting to be scheduled for another full L.A. City Council vote. You can submit a public 
comment by clicking here: CF 20-1575 Public Comment 

 
B. CF 21-1457 - Share your comments on what should replace the pony rides at Griffith Park. Right now, 

the Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks is determining what should replace the pony 
rides. Please submit your comments/suggestions here: CF 21-1457 Public Comment 
 

12. Adjournment 

Next meeting: Wednesday, March 22, 2023 (Location TBD). 
 

 
Announcements: Please see the Encino NC website for announcements of other events and to join our 
mailing list. 
● Open Board positions in the Encino Neighborhood Council. Open Positions Include: Area 2 Rep (1), Area 

2 Alt (1), Area 3 Alt (1), Area 6 Alt (1), Apartment/Condo Alt (1), Business Rep Alt (2), Education Alt (1), 
Public Safety Rep Alt (1), Religious Alt (1), Volunteer Alt (1), Appointed position Encino Chamber of 
Commerce Rep & Alt (1). Encino Property Owners Association Alt. (1). 
 

The Encino Neighborhood Council (ENC), is a Certified Neighborhood Council of the City of Los Angeles which ADVISES City, 
other Governmental Officials’ and the Community on issues or concerns that are affecting the community of ENCINO. The ENC is 
made up of volunteers who are ELECTED by the community who live, work or otherwise are involved in the community of 
ENCINO. The ENC also makes appropriations of City Funds for Community Projects and needs as requested and approved by 
various committees and the general board. 

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS – Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard 
only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are 
within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the 

https://ladwp-jtti.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/02/06104236/MOU-Presentation_2023-Feb-4-23.pdf
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-1575&emci=fe8f8bf3-8ea8-ed11-994d-00224832eb73&emdi=ad88b715-c5a8-ed11-994d-00224832eb73&ceid=12148471
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/publiccomment/?cfnumber=20-1575
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=21-1457
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/publiccomment/?cfnumber=21-1457
https://www.encinonc.org/


 

Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment 
period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is 
limited to one (1) minute per speaker per item, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Board or Committee. Consent items 
which have been unanimously approved by a public committee meeting are exempted unless pulled from the consent section by a 
Board member. 

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS - ENC agendas are posted for public review as follows: Glass display case outside the 
Encino Chamber of Commerce office at 4933 Balboa Blvd, Encino, Encino-Tarzana Branch Library, and Encino Community 
Center auditorium at 4935 Balboa Blvd, Encino, 91316, and digitally at www.encinonc.org You can also receive our agendas via 
email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System: Early Notification System (ENS) 
 

THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT – As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide reasonable 
accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assisted listening 
devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make 
your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting the Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: NCsupport@lacity.org 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS – In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are 
distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: www.encinonc.org or at the 
scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Alex 
Garay, Board President, at (747) 282-0450 or email via president@encinonc.org. 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS – For information on the ENC’s process for board action reconsideration, 
stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the ENC Bylaws. The Bylaws are 
available at our Board meetings and our website https://www.encinonc.org/page/viewPage/bylaws 

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES - If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may 
require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More 
information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or 
ethics.commission@lacity.org 

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCIÓN: Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 
horas) antes del evento. Por favor contacte a Alex Garay, Presidente de la Mesa Directiva, al (747) 282-0450 o por correo 
electrónico president@encinonc.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

http://www.encinonc.org/
https://lacity.gov/government/subscribe-agendas/neighborhood-councils
mailto:NCsupport@lacity.org
http://www.encinonc.org/
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