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Honorable Hoard of Public Works 
The City of Los Angeles AND RE^ D JO THE MAYOR

cerExecutive .Board of Public Works

STREETSLA STATES REPORT ON SIDEWALK AND PARE VENDING PROGRAM

This report provides a slams update and recommendations penalising as the Sidewalk and Park 
Vending Program, referencing the following Council Files: 13-1493-$$ (1). BD493-S9 (2). and
20-0147-S27 (3). The Vending Program lias been significantly affected by the COV1D-19 crisis, 
and the actions recommended below are m response to COV1D-19 related issues.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1) Consider and approve the following StreetsLA recommendations and forward for approval 
to the Mayor and City Council for consideration and approval;

a. Deter permit fees until December 3C 2020, with the wmporary return of fees paid 
to date. A tec not paid bv that dale 1 fee ember 3 i, 2020, will result in revocation of
the permit.

* ?. Recommend waiver fees; and *
b. Extend the expiration date of ail vending permits issued through June 30, 2020, to 

be eighteen months Com the dale of permit issuance.
c. Extend the Enrollment Period to December 31, 202*7 and accordingly apply the 

associated reduced fee of $291 to permits issued dump; the IwrChrmm Period
■i. Report back before December 31, 2(120, if the emergency conditions require
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* e Recommend the Bureau of Street Services return to Board of Ifobbc Works
within 30 days to report back tin; (Supplemental Items - See Page 7) *

VENDING PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The City's Sidewalk and Park Vending program >s led by StreetsLA with interdepartmental 
collaboration among the Economic arid Workforce Development Department (EWDD), Office of 
finance. Department of Recreation arid Parks (RAP), City Council offices and hie Maycfos office, 
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regulations for vending in die pubhc nglii of way and m parks, designation of no-vending areas 
due to public health, safely and wvtiare, and an mimad vendor permitting process.

The genre; program launched January l, 3027 reqan :ng vendors m of',mm a f hlihmaa Dale Sellers 
Ifeirnm Business lax Regisirvufof; C gramme IBl i<Cx and I.,A Counts ifeailh Permu fit selling 
food) For a vendor with ait ike completed aewssary documentation, Streets]-A ram issue a
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Applicants are advised to have all required documents before scheduling an in-person 
appointment, including a government-issued identification card, California State Seller’s Permit, 
a Sidewalk and Park Vending application, a Business Tax Registration Number through the Office 
of Finance, the Count}' ofLos Aniieics Public Health perm if (food \ endow only), and lee payment

PROGRAM STAVE!IRC

Streets!.A has developed a special unit in support of the Sidewalk and Park Vending Program. 
This unit has been approved for 26 positions consisting of one Chief Street Services Investigator 
I, three Senior Street Services investigator ils, 17 Street Services investigators., one Management 
Analyst, three Senior Administrative Clerks, and one Administrative Clerk. StreeCLA has 20 staff 
dedicated to the program,
LA have been proposed .for deletion in the Mayor's Proposed Budget, including six vacancies in 
the vending program.

The sidewalk vending unit is organized and deployed to provide daily education, observation and 
enforcement on weekdays ami weekends. Note that while forced.A issues permits for both park 
and sidewalk vending, RAP stall"is responsible tor compliance and enforcement in City parks.

OUTREACH EFFORTS

' eight organizations eligible to perform outreach work on aCouncil has pre-approved a list 
contract basts. Four of these organizations weie issued task work orders on January ip 2020, m

Ui

response to the firm Vending Task Order Sohcitatiorr The selected organizations were asked to 
provide SlreetsLA with professional assistance m promoting the program to vendors and 
prospective vendors, development of multi lingua! educational outreach materia! regarding the 
permit requirements and resources available to support applicants, and providing, a wade range of 
community-based outreach including direct vendor outreach and hosting and participating in 
community events. While this work was originally envisioned in stages, with the first task order 
being completed by April, Streets LA has extended that end date because of disruptions from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including the inability to convene in-person vendor outreach meetings

Outreach and education efforts have focused on form outreach ami sheet vmwsmg. anti on 
reaching vendors directly and interacting with community groups who can promote the program 
to ooientiai vendors Street venom wowerc*: guides hem been distrfr mci in popuve vending mean 
and provided to community groups who can further skate the materials. A primary focus of the 
outreach program is to direct vendors to F WDD Business Source Tenters, where they can receive 
support as small business entrepreneurs mid assistance in preparing for and navigating the permit 
process.
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Budget-
eliminate six Streets!.. A positions within tho Sidewalk and Park Vending Program. Pour of these 
positions are invesdgator positions ana two are clerical positions. Program capacoy tor permit 
issuance, community outreach, and field education, observation and enforcement will be 
diminished because of the proposed position, compounded by ofbei budget reductions, a hiring 
freeze and proposed furloughs. ■

The Proposed Budget tor Focal Year 2020mi released April 2d. 7020, would

The Department of Recreation and Parks reports that its Ranger operations mil be impacted as it 
pertains to the enforcement of vending operations in City parks as the Department anticipates
reductions lit their overall park operations budget due to the Proposed Bridget.

i is aware . EWDDY
BusmessSource Centers, which is the step that our outreach materials advises vendors to lake. The 
Program and vendors' ability to become nerr the
Proposed Budget’s lack of funding for vendor support at the BusimosSupport C'enters.

Many stakeholders and enisling food vendors have reportedCounty Health permits:
difficulty obtaining a permit from me County Department of Public Health (DPH) due to the
inability of the vendors in meeting the DPH guidelines. Vendors who wish to sell food must have 
obtained their DPH permit in order to receive a City vending permit. and StreefsLA Investigators 
will continue to check for current DPI 1 permits of vendors selling food on the Sidewalk. The City 
may wact io consider additional support for vendors w> successfully navigate trie DP.B process, lot 
example by encouraging the County to increase vendor access, and providing additional targeted 
outreach, guidance and even small-business Ioann m purchase DldJ cufhonvcd food carts.

POIJ Ifo

Since most of the permitted vendors have riot been able to make foil ass of their permits and vend 
during the COVID-19 emergency, StreetsI.A recommends the fed sowing for consideration and 
approval:

la: Return and defer vendor permit fee.

Stakeholders ami tby Council have roumwkei thru dtreetsLfo consider reiumimg permit fees for 
vending permits issued between January .mci June 2020. Vendors who received permits in early 
2020 have been significantly impacted by die pandemic's impacts on the marketpia 
mitigate thal impact would he to refund vendor permit fees. In ben of a refund.

, one way to
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December 31,2020,

Budgetary Impacts of the Reeemmemlations:

The permit fees paid for the 412 permits at $29i each is S! (9,892.

Extending the enrollment period would have an unknown financial impact, because it is possible
that more vendors would complete the permit process at the reduced feel level.

The original methodology used to establish City permit fees was based on the expectation of up to 
20,000 vendor pe.
will exist within the program at the end of 2020.

Please contact Chief diary Harris at 213-847-600(1 or gary.harns.201aciiy.org with any questions 
you may have regarding this report,
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Respectfully Submitted,

M/

t.

ADM II. HAGEKHALIL, P

Executive Directt eneral Managerand

Bure of Street Service

*List of Supplemental Items to report back on in 30 days*

1) LA VENDORS RELATIVE TO LA AL FRESCO INITIATIVE;
2) CREATE NEW SPECIAL VENDING DISTRICTS;
3) OFFER LOCATION SPECIFIC PERMITS;
4} WAIVE CITY PERMIT FEES THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2021;
5) CREATE COMMUNITY OWNED COMMISSARY SPACE AND 
REPURPOSE VACANT AND UNDERUTILIZED KITCHENS;
6) MAKE PPE AVAILABLE TO ALL STREET VENDORS;
7) WORK WITH COUNTY OF LA ON FOOD PERMIT ISSUANCE;
8) PROVIDE CALL IN NUMBER TO VENDOR (IE HOT LINE);
9) TASK TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR PERMIT 
PROGRAM;AND
10) TRANSLATE ALL FORMS INTO MULTIPLE LANGUAGES 
(ACCESS).


