




LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Gaspar de Portola Charter Middle School School for Advanced Studies 
Academy of Integrated Arts & Technology 

Highly Gifted Magnet 
  18720 Linnet Street, Tarzana, California 91356 

Phone (818) 654-3300      Fax (818) 996-0292 
Portolams.org 

 
 
 
March 1, 2023 
 
Re: Funding for Mock Trial Class at Portola Middle School 
 
Dear Executive Board Members of Encino Neighborhood Council: 
 
This letter addresses the need for the students at Portola Middle School to have funding for students to 
participate in Mock trial. This helps the students with their ability to participate in their civic duty to the 
community to recognize how the court system works, legal research, and their duty to the community as a 
whole the historical aspect as well as the interpretation of the Constitution and how it applies to each and 
every citizen of the United States. 
 
They need the following Teacher X-Time to prepare/plan 15 hours. Chaperone for field trip to the Van 
Nuys Superior Court. Mock trial materials, Constitutional Rights Foundation Competition. Purchase of a 
school bus to the Superior Court. The teaching of civic duty is paramount to the students in the 
community. This provides them with first-hand knowledge of the legal statutes and constitution to read 
and interpret and apply. This also gives them a chance to see how the court system works with the Judge 
and Jury guaranteed in the Constitution and how to prepare and perform in speech and debate and how to 
conduct oneself in court. 
 
This will be invaluable to the students that participate and show them skill set that could provide them 
background in law. The majority of the students are low to middle income where they have not been 
exposed to the civic duty or know the parameters of the legal system. This will give opportunity to the 
minority students and the whole student body as all students are welcome to apply and be a part of this 
program. It enriches their lives with all the life skills and those around them. The topics will open up the 
line of communication and conversation in their daily lives. It will educate the students immensely. The 
neighbors will benefit as well because they are part of the community. The students will leave the 
program being enriched and having participated in a program that educates them as well as learning life 
skills that will help them in the future career. Thank you for considering this grant and hopefully 
approving it, as there is no other funding to help support the Mock Trial at Portola Middle School. 
 
Very Truly Yours, 
 
 
Kimberly Estrada 
Principal 

 




